
Orange/France Telecom – Mobile World Congress 2008, 
Barcelona 

The following is an English translation of a transcript of a video made during the Mobile World Congress 2008 in 
Barcelona.  Laurence Thouveny and Yves Tyrode were interviewed for a video on the UMA Innovation Awards.  

Laurence Thouveny, Home Zone Program Director, Orange/France Telecom
“The UMA standard is a technology used in mobile telecommunications. UMA gave us the ability to launch a new 
offer called UNIK, available in France, Spain, Poland and the UK. UNIK is based on a dual-mode phone (Wi-Fi and 
GSM) which can be connected to our customer’s LiveBox. This connection allows the customer to take advantage 
of a special rate for unlimited home voice usage. The concept is very simple: the customer buys a UNIK package 
(handset + subscription), and connects the handset to the LiveBox, which only needs to be done once. That’s all. 

Then, within the personal Wi-Fi coverage area – the ‘homezone’ created by the LiveBox – the customer can 
benefit from a specific rate and unlimited voice calls when at home. Thanks to UMA, we have been able to design 
a service based on a fixed-mobile convergence approach. Today UNIK is the most attractive solution proposed by 
France Telecom in terms of FMC, which demonstrates the strong positioning of Orange as a converged operator.”

Yves Tyrode, Executive Vice President, Head of Technocentre, Orange/France Telecom 
“UMA is the first technology created to link the broadband and mobile universes. It is now a standard technology, 
more attractive than a proprietary approach, and is very scalable. We started with a broadband/voice solution, 
UNIK, and in 2008 we will see the launch of numerous new services, like a TV service on UNIK handsets, 
 the ability to send pictures when you arrive at home, etc. In short, we’ll see the arrival of multi-media and data 
services on your phone at home. Doing so, I hope that Orange will be recognized once again by the market as an 
innovative leader.” 

(Awards ceremony)

Steve Shaw, UMA Today
“In the category of best Home Zone services, advertising and marketing initiatives, as well as the most influential 
company, the 2008 Innovation Awards go to Orange/France Telecom.”
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Laurence Thouveny
“We have recently been contacted by Kineto Wireless. Kineto, a Silicon Valley-headquartered company and a 
major player in the UMA world, integrates UMA technology both in handsets and network platforms. Kineto 
had the idea to create the UMA awards in order to reward vendors involved in new UMA network platforms, 
operators integrating UMA technology in their services and products, and manufacturers of UMA devices. Based 
on this concept, Kineto asked us to host the UMA Awards event here in Barcelona.”

Yves Tyrode
“We have been working on UMA technology to support our convergence offerings for more than two years. I’m 
sure that all the marketing, technical and R&D initiatives we accomplished are now recognized by the entire GSM 
market. We can’t claim such a result everyday: so, congratulations to everybody!”




